Bewerley Park Outdoor Education Centre

NOTES TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS


The Centre

Bewerley Park is a superb facility located near Pateley Bridge in the heart of Nidderdale; it is in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales National Park so is surrounded by beautiful scenery.  The centre is housed in a number of timber clad buildings set in a large area of parkland.  The centre has over 40 years successful experience in providing outdoor and adventurous education.
Benefits of a course
We believe that the outdoor adventure environment and the residential experience provide the most powerful framework for developing young people, particularly in the following areas: motivation, self-confidence, self-esteem, self-concept, decision-making, communication, teamwork, leadership, problem solving, time management, goal/target setting, prioritising, self-evaluation and review, compromise and negotiation as well as communal living. The course will allow students to develop, in a real setting, the concepts of responsibility, adventure, awareness, trust, co-operation, community and an understanding of safety and risk.

A course at the centre is, therefore, not a holiday but a rich and varied learning experience with the emphasis on fun, adventure and learning. It will involve strenuous outdoor adventurous activities as well as helping with the day to day running of the centre by performing such tasks as making beds, looking after equipment and keeping the place clean and tidy.

Adventure Activities

We have experienced and well qualified outdoor education staff (permanent staff details can be obtained from the organising establishment) and are registered with the Adventure Activities Licensing Authority as licensed to provide the following activities:

Canoeing and Kayaking

Paddle Surfing

Improvised Rafting

Sailing

Windsurfing

Rock climbing

Abseiling

Gorge Scrambling

Hill walking and Mountaineering

Sea level traversing

Caving

Mine Exploration

Off Road Cycling

Ice climbing

Licence details can be confirmed by calling the Licensing Authority on (029) 2075 5717 or by visiting the AALA website
A course will usually involve some, but not all of these activities. Programmes are worked out in consultation with the visit organiser.

PTO
Accommodation

Student accommodation is in dormitories of between 4 and 18 with visiting staff sleeping in adjacent rooms. All meals are provided; on a standard 5 day course students usually have a cooked lunch on Monday and Friday and packed lunches for the other days. Please indicate on the consent form any particular dietary requirements your son / daughter may have.

Transport

For local transport we have a fleet of eight 17-seat minibuses which are only driven by MIDAS qualified drivers.
Equipment

The organising establishment will have given you an equipment list, it is important to ensure students have sufficient clothing as they are likely to get wet several times during the course. The centre will provide waterproof jacket & trousers, walking boots and all other specialist clothing and equipment for activities. Jeans may be worn around the centre but are not suitable for activities. Please do not allow students to bring transistor radios, personal stereos, electronic games, or knives of any kind. Personal electrical appliances cannot be used in the dormitories due to the need for special safety plugs. There are hair dryers installed in the shower blocks and some 20p pieces would be useful. It is a good idea to make sure all items are clearly labelled, this is particularly important for inhalers and other personal medication, which easily become confused. Rucksacks and soft sports bags are preferred to suitcases for ease of storage.  If students have their own activity equipment they are welcome to bring it along but we reserve the right to inspect it for suitability before allowing its use. Please don’t bring large amounts of spending money; there are few places to spend money at the centre beyond the tuck shop and the possibility of any visits arranged by the school. 

There is no public telephone for the use of students.  Instead students are encouraged to write home.  We would discourage students from bringing mobile phones and centre policy prohibits them on activities.


If you have any questions or queries about the course please address these in the first instance to the organising establishment. 
We hope you have an enjoyable and worthwhile course.
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